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"The villege of Burdarski Geren is located near Byala Slatina in Vratsa Province.
The nearest Danubian port iﬁiOryakhovo, 28 km away, Owr knowledge of Burdarski
Geran dates through early August 1953. |
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2. "The kolkhoz in surdarski Geran is known
Stopanstyve Vagil Kolarov. ; -

i 1

3. "This kolkhoz was organized: in autumn 1949. Following the agrarian reform of
1944 -45 the largest area of 'land which a farmer might own was 200 decares (one
decare = one-tenth hectare).| There is only one kolkhoz in the village of Burdarski
Geran. Bulgarian law prohibits kolkhozes exceeding an area of 25,000 decares. Some

% nearby villages in Vratsa Province have two, three or even [ive kolkhozes each.

‘ 4o "When the kolkhoz was organiééd in Burdarski Geran all the farmers of the village
were forced to join. The kulaks were evicted after two months as 'persons not
contributing to the smooth operaticn of thé kolkhoz'. This appeared to be a general
policy throughout Bulgaria: {|when kélkhozes were organized the kulaks were invited
to join -- and evicted shortly thereafter. The purpose was obvious: the liquida-
tion of all kulaks. In Burderski Geran there were about five kulaks, including
Zahari Jliev, Stojan Vasilev |and Todor Brahov. After their gvietion *hége men
continued to be persecuted. (Iu the last agricultural year /1952 harvesﬁ? each

‘ kulak was forced to pay a duty tax_of 200,000 leva, which would be 8000 leva today

| cf. currency reform of 10 May 52/. The state means to reduce the kulaks to

complete impotence. i
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5.  “Mihe kolkhow

i Burdargkd .scrsn has ‘(&7 members, of whom only 30 or O sye members
of the Uommnist - uweeys W0 Anventory wes wsde when the fermers Joined the kolkhoz.
Thoce vhe @ld not own agricultural equips~nt “o offer the collective bed to pay
2000 feve (in the old currenvy) for eschdecare >f land handed over to the
collective. However, necmetter hov meny decares »f lend each fermer surrenderod to
the kulkhoz , he was entitled to retsin ive decaree ‘or his famidly %o cultivate
mdvately, {(Our femily group entersd the kolknoz with 115 decares .f land, retaining
five for our persondl use.} Uhen joining the keolkhoz each member had also to. make

& contribution for sowing: 11 kgs of corn /wheat/, 200 gas of meize, 20 gas of
beans, 20 kgs of strev and cereals,

6.  "The kolkhoz possponess

G0-T0 covn

four oxen

250 horaes

700 sheep

200 pigs (smsll}
500 chickena
1200 hens

50 beehives.

“The kolkhor uges ngricultural machinery belonging to the MT4 {Metorna Trakternn
stagla - Motor Tractor Ztation) in Byala Slatina, That machinery inolvdea: v
e Laetes WO Soviet-cype combincs
TSt 350 plows
four mechanical nlove . o
fiv: or six Jtalinec plows, . L o
which plow 120-15C decares . i
- of lsnd pexr doy
“three oy four Ford plows
some McCormick plows.

There 16 o gerious shortage of spare parts for all the Foviet mchiﬁéry at. the
M7 station. , : ’ S,

@, "he koikhoz controls its members through the regulation that those who do nmot.

 perform the cpecified smount of work do.not perticipete ia the dlatribution of =
sgricultural goods =t the end of the sgricultursl year, sfter the harvest. The
minimum nuber of working dnys vwhich each kolkhow member muist devote to collective
1ond o eualify for his distributive share 1s 120, A 'working day' is caleulated
not by hours but by norms. ~ Come agriculturel’ Jobs ere heavier than others (e.g.,
‘haxrvesting vs gerdenisg) ond require more time. It tekes sbout two days of work
to comlote one ‘working dsy'-. If's farmer vawted te cowplete a full 'wurking
Guy® in 24 hours, he would have to work uninterruptedly from six em to 10 pm.

work is obligatory for male members of the kolkhoz aged 15-60 end femsle members
aged 15-55. T :

AT

Q, 1952 Marveoegt

Ythe 1952 agriculiural year was dloastrous for kolkhez members due to the severe
droneht, - The CP recruited meny Xolkhoz members for work in varicus factories in
Vratss Psovince; thun they fortunately could feed their families. According to

wne rave-Yenr “lan and to the govermment'sc Agricultural Cultivation Plan, the .
®ol¥hoz 1. Burdarskl .eran must deliver to the “tste n wuots of 500,000 kgs of corn:
ey eamun, The 4ete takes no consideration.of bpd weather or drought; ‘the kolkhoi
apast galiver, In 1952 the kolkhoz in Burdarski = erdn produced omly 806,000 kge
of corn in smll. Of this suantity, 500,000 kge were delivered to state granaries. .
4n widitional 80,000 kgs were dslivered to the MT. us payment for the ‘use of ‘agri-
cultural mechinery during the cgricultural year. Tun ver cemt of tha 800,000 kgo

s tarned ever to the “ocinl ALd Fund of the kolk'noz,fi.é. for o0ld o

.1 - ae .
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sad far tiie children.
Tar the cominyg cgriculturni yeir.

An zcditioms)l 100,00 Xgo were set seide s a sowipng regerve
e=lculntions for the 1957 sgricultural yesr at

the Wolkhor showed = botel of 140,000 vorking Anys -~ of course of the 700 members,

seme hod done more deys than gthers.
vorking dnys, for which v receiven:

Hnize

~wnflover "3eeds
Theesge

‘ool

Beags

n, gtribution of sgriciltursl goeds was baced
on the «orzing éays wut in by exch soporete acsber.

gy Crwily grovp totsled 5

- liogne ;
- ‘7 gms per working day
- k0 gas per vorking dxy
- 7 gms per werking ény
- 88 gra per working day.

Apd thet waa our meagre shere for a full year of work on the collective farm.

“14 the end of the rgricultural yesr ia
delsvery of 500,000 kgs of corn st

1952 the “tate paid the Xolkhox for the
at the rate of 0.k5 leve per kg,
nelling their private cora at the official rate of 2.40 leva per Xg.
officiel fixed prices cxist for the pure
purchese of the cora in the delivery auota or the corn sold by fan crs directly.

Yet farmers vere
Tovever, DO

hrgse of corn from kolkhores, either for the

The

price dcpends on the guality of the corn and on the suantity of corn the kolkhor is

sble to produnce.

Obviously thie lemves r locphole for the State to pay the kelkhozes

= higher price for corn when it 15 gearce, ip order to eupport them, thom when it is

plentiful, =5 in the current yesr (1953},

1953 Hervest :

i he parvost looked wuch more prosising for 1953.

Gernn ¥olkho: produced 0O kgs of .ora.

vhen lend wep nll individuslly owvned,
vey decars,

.'-Tééf .decare * 1and in th -Busdarskl

1t 1s reughly estimmted that each siupse
wtmber o7 the kolkhoz will get eight kge of corn per wvorking day.

In the old days,

: our own land preduced normally 150 kgs of corn
owedays this figure hae incressed to 300-M00 kgs per.decare Jecauss the

1nad wes been properly fertilized by artificiel means == £n expense which the average
individual ferser could not previowsly heve afforded. if the hervest is good thils
year, the farmers will be vell off. Before ve lelt Bulgeria we nad & totel of 600

vorking days for the current agriculturesl year.
about 500 levas in cesh, e substantial sum.

The corn due us could be sold for

“yembers of the Xolkhogz, including kuleks [_?elution botween thia ctuienenti and
parsgraph 4 not expla:!.ne_zy"' , are peraitted to buy goods Irom the kolkhoz collactive,

vanpie priceg’
Tomntoes

Peppers

Tregh beans
Haterwlons
nettuce
Pread

Xissclo ¥Mleko

rege
~ugar

Yonl

sfhere Ls n lack of woney to buy clothing, uhich 1a ex;w:iuLVa.

(¥ ) .
Milk (skimmed)

Y

i

0.05 leves per kilo s

0.02 levss per kilo {sc plentiful
that children play with
thes)

Q.20 levas per kile

C.50 levas per kilo

G.02 levas per kilo

b3 - 14,20 1wvas per kilo,

dcpending on auality '

&

*

+20 levas per kilo

1O levas per liter

+60 cach

,00 levas per kile (fuger -~upply
. bod ia the provinces, bhut
w=h e 4 Augast we mansged to buy
10 kg in Sofie without
trouble) :

GOV

‘= 0,00 laves per klle.
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“£11 agricultural - J.i im the Burderski Jcren kelkhos during the cwrremt yeer (1953}
was proceading doy and night, st non-stop page,in three eight-hour shifts. There .
verc 13 brigades of farmers, W0 in esch, EPach brigade hed four lesders, who did the
some work as the other farmers but vere entitled to sm additiensl two per cent in
oty (in Xkind) at the emd of the agricultural year. ‘there were varieus types of
vrigadec, eg.building, blacksmith, gardening, cerpentry. %he leaders ordered the
dzy‘s work om the previous evening, by calling st the houses im the villege and °
ordering the Pecenscinlnik {head of the house) to be at such-and-such @ place at s
certain hour,. Narvesting begen in esrly July, ‘e kolkboz erganized public :
Xitchens in the fields vhich prepared three meals » day. ¥owever, deduction for the
menle the farmers consumed wes te be made at the end of the year im the distributiea
of geods, Hermelly the farmers cnt bread and oniems.

rocnl Leaders )
_ﬁe leading persons in the kolkhow e.nd villnge o. Burdarski ieran sre:

(s) . Dimiter Angeloff, clogted May 1953 presideat of the supervilory .
‘committee of the kolkhox, 'There are meven or eight mem om this. . .
. commitbee; Angeleff is 30, married, with tve daughters - ome -
"/ " sbout’ five,  Wa nsed ta be o gymaasivm /Ei(i wetivolf teccher 4 . -
Dupnitea. He is a fanatic Commnist. L

(.b} toder Parsmcev, Secretary of ‘the Bulgarisam CP in the ¥illage,
. ¥e i 39, & 39, & Tormer. Commnist partisen, .. Xe lives’ '. Burdarski
geran, while his i‘mily ltve in Ruska Byals. :

(c) Zeko 7skov, prosident of the "eople 8 Board in the village. He
‘ig o Taymer, cged €, mrried, with children. A ta.utie mesber ... .
of the CP, . . L o o T

(4} retar nmw, mesber of the People's Board committes.. Agcd ks,. t

: o {apetic Ceasmmiat. Kis duty on the People's Board is. “’wr
gy, MATRgE the roster of farmers for the specirl villsge end

kol.khoz gns.rd.. .

Ni natrola

A gpeciel might pitrol qurd i rgn.iud m throaghout &ll Bulgarisn v:l.ul.ges. It
is part of the ‘war plycbosu' v‘htch the CP 1 fementing in the mimdx of the peopls,
The ruerds have besn Jrgamized sgaimst '‘politicel enemdes of the Tegime'. In
Burdarski jersw a total sf 52 farmers are on duty sach might. The service 49 mown
as B3 POsSte They Bre ordimary members of the kelkhez, ummrmed, vho stsad guard in
the e streets and sround the fields. DIuty orders are transmitted through the

various Pomomacislmniks. "The geards mast request the idemtificatlion pepers of all
travellers and luspect bags.

Political Attitudu and Isdocirination ' ’

Tauring 1953 the morsle of the KpiXmet workers hams heen fairly goed because thay
anticipate a good harvest and therefore 2 subatantisl distribution of goeds st the emd
of the year. The farmers hsvo the geweral po].i.tical attitude of, ‘'Let's lover owr
heads and work hard, rcsumd to our fate'. whel Stelin died the fa. »ers vere
gothered for Tive mimutes' silence, but there were » demonstratiens or resctiom in -
any part of Vratse Provimce. Actually, we Xmew of > reaction against the regime,
since nobody has tne sourage to oppese it or to be a pariisan. e have never heard of
pasticen activity in present-day Pulgaria, The | farmers, at least in Burdarski ’ersa,
have been cut off from the West toe long and hsyc iont all Bopes of liveratien,
certainly since collectivization wsas enforced in J.9h9. They. try their best. to adJ\mt
to Communism. The menbers of the kolkhez receive compulsory peliticel educatien tvice
o veek: leassonn in politics snd in the Pnn=i i Yenmage. The onlywor]d news the farmers:
get comes in a-localpaper the 'Otogastyeny Zof ! (' Fatherlend Volke'), which ieeditqed and
printed at Bratza. /Sic-Vratse. ?_7tur Circulntion MrOwgIoUs Gue provinces  WOC TBIMELS
Nve pe pilugiong sbout Lizc in the kolkhoz. . They are cbviously not pleased with it,
but do nothing agalist it. They wuecrely tuke their orders -~ and pray for good
westher co thet crops w'll be plemtiful. Tho farmers are fully sware of two facts:
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{2} 'rhey are no longer lendommere, ‘Grue, the itste bas imcrensed the
vroductivity of the soil, But thet.is uwengre consolation fer .
the loss of individuality.

{b) - They arc at the mercy of Nature. The Stete wrovides nothing
1t is = bed sgricultwee). year, as in 195%. o
iR old proverb sﬂll goes nround the Burdarski reraa kolkhoz: ‘Bognta drahave -
sastojateln) grashdoninind' (Rich stece - poor Zarmers'). The farmers have adopted
it as the kolkhoz sclogan. - : '

17. ‘Loudspeakers hove been installed at street cormers in the villiage. ¥aturally only
Bulgerisn rddlo imtionms nre heard. The only legitimatc radio sets existing in
Burdarski Geran snd in Vratsa Province (and we believe this holds true.for most of
Bulgaria) are the verious loudspeckers vhich heve been Atctrilisted to Larmers.. In !
1949 an- indirect measure wvas enforced to halt reception of Western statdoms. Fermers
ovaing radiv sets were invited to turn in their old sets fer s neyly aistributed . '
loudapeaker. Therc is a redlo re-breadcast stetion in the local post office st
Vratss . The post office thooses .which Bulgerien statiens to re-broadcast, asd farmers
are 'free' to gwitch their loudspeakers om or off. Thus, comtact with the West is
completely cut off, Kobody listens iu Westerm stetions in the province o  Vratse .
even if n mar should own:n get, the risk would mot de worth it, There:are probably
people iv the large towns who listen secretly to Westeran programs. R

18. ™A huge movie theatre is under censtructionm in Durdarski tersa. It is costing the
State 10 million levas. It is & large modern stimeture which will comtaim speclsel
rooms for the schoolteachers of the Uswrict, oo well as & library aad s culturse hall.
T building brigade has been working on thins building night smd day, in the esme way
as they have beem building new stables for the kolkhox.

Reileicn Co ’

19, ottire village of Burdarski .cran is Roman Catholice There used to be tvo
churches, oae Cathelic =nd one Protestent. The latter was clesed after the repatria-
tion of sli Germans from the village during “World War II. There is still an old
Roman Cathnlic pricst im the villege, Father (fom) Metodie, aged €5-66. Ee has never
suffered persecution, probably beceuse he is t0o old amd bas never imterfered in
politics. YTeople still attemd mass, but oaly the old people, nostly women. All
the young people of the villege are meabers of CP youth orgsnizstions sad thus for-
bidden to nttond. o . . T

Copper Miming o
2. - 'Msny of ‘the copper mines in Vratesa Poovince are being reactivated. There are come
at Mezdrn: 18 the ¥idin area which belonged formerly to ezm Itzlien who Ras Leen

vepatriasted to Itely. Those mimes ere working dsy nnd might, three eight-heur
shiftse.

¥ilitery Activity
“i. e oMo Lroops in the prevince of Vratsa. iie smv only veviet civiiians in Fofis

Yhen wo visited there at the beginning of -August 1953. Bulgariza militery service is
now tivree yerro. - :

Ixit Visas . I 7
24, TElien resicents or Burdarskl Scron need a gpeciel pecialt, isaved by the ¥ilitia of the
aree, to trevel to Lofin.” - .
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